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Addin

This standalone-project is destined to be lodged as a module within Normal.dot. The code manages the insertion and removal of addins in the MSWord environment.

My practice is to use the leftmost five characters of a file name as an application’s generic code; so you will see “SecondAddin” reduced to “Secon” and “FirstAddin” reduced to “First” within specific parts of this application.

Introduction

The user interface is a toolbar menu that when created looks like this:-
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The toolbar menu is titled “AddIn”, and the toolbar sports a macro command button “+”. The pendant menu is void of entries.
At startup (of MSWord2003), the existing Addin toolbar is deleted and a fresh toolbar is created, as shown above.

At startup the INI file is searched for all keys prefaced with “Toggle”. Such keys have a project name as part of the key name, and the filename to the project as the key value. Thus:-
[AddIn]
ToggleBillT=T:\Greaves\Products\USER\Billt\Billt084.dot
ToggleProje=T:\Greaves\Products\DEVEL\Proje\Proje165.dot
With these values from the INI file, the menu is improved:-
[image: image2.png]



The “+” or Plus macro allows the user to browse to a document or template. If the addin exists on the menu then it is forced ON. Otherwise the item is added to the menu and is then forced ON.

Choosing one of the menu items “BillT” or “Proje” will send the application off to the INI file where it will retrieve the stored fullname of the application. If the addin (as described by the full name) can not be found, it is removed from the menu Otherwise the the “Function AddinToggle” is called to toggle the addin ON or OFF.

	Procedure
	Comments

	DeleteCommandBar
	Purges the command bar from the system

	CreateCommandBar
	Creates the command bar from default values

	AddMenuToCommandBar
	Augments the existing command bar with a single menu item (short name and so fullname)

	strGPA
	Get key value from INI file

	strPPA
	Put key value to INI file

	blnFileExists
	Returns TRUE if the full name item can be found.

	RemoveMacroFromMenu
	Depletes the existing command bar of a single menu item (short name and so fullname)

	AddInToggle
	Toggles an addin 

	strBrowseToFile
	Returns a string representing the full name of a file, chosen by the user

	LoadAddinFromINI
	Fills a 2-column array (full and short name) of addins known to the INI file.

	blnAddinInMenu
	Returns TRUE if the short name can be found in the command bar menu; OR returns an index value >=0

	lngIndexInMenu
	Returns an index to a user-selected menu item.


Pseudocode
Macro Autoexec
DeleteCommandBar(“Addin”)
CreateCommandBar(“Addin”)
LoadAddinFromINI( “Toggle”, strAddins())
Macro Plus

strAddinFullname = uw.strBrowseFile[2]
if len(strAddinFullname)=0 then user bailed out
else
if uw.blnFileExists(strAddinFullname) then
if lngIndexInMenu(“Addin”, strAddinFullname) then
AddinToggle(“Addin”, strAddinFullname)
else
AddMenuToCommandBar(“Addin”, strAddinFullname)
AddinToggle(“Addin”, strAddinFullname,TRUE)
endif
else
endif
endif

Macro MenuItem

strAddinShortname= lngIndexInMenu(selection)
strAr(1,) = LoadAddinFromINI(“Addin”)
strAddinFullname=strAr(,1)
if uw.blnFileExist(strAddinFullname) then
AddinToggle(“Addin”, strAddinFullname)
else
RemoveMacroFromMenu(“Addin”, strAddinFullname)
endif
Testing
(1) Word is Loaded 

When Word is loaded, a null menu bar should appear in the Standard Toolbar.
You should see this:-
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(2) “Plus” macro is executed

When the “Plus” macro is executed you are prompted for a file name.

Browse to “T:\Greaves\Products\DEVEL\AddIn\” or wherever you unzipped the distributed zip file.
Choose the simple-minded template “FirstAddin.dot” which contains a simple macro “First”.
Choose Tools, Templates and Add-Ins.

You should see that “FirstAddin.dot” is loaded and is checked ON.

Choose Tools, Macro, Macros and run the macro “First”. 
A message box should pop up and announce “First”

Sub First()

    MsgBox "First"

End Sub

(3) “Plus” macro is executed a second time

As for the first time, but browse to the template “SecondAddin.dot”.
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The Addin menu should now look like this.

Run the macro “Second”
A message box should pop up and announce “Second”

Then check that you can re-run the macro  “First”
A message box should pop up and announce “First”

(4) Disabling the template “SecondAddin.dot”
From the Addin menu bar, run the macro “Secon”.
You should see that “SecondAddin.dot” is loaded but is checked OFF.

Try running the macro “Second”; it should not appear in the list for Tools, Macro, Macros.

(5) Enabling the template “SecondAddin.dot”

From the Addin menu bar, run the macro “Secon”.

You should see that “SecondAddin.dot” is loaded and is checked ON.

Try running the macro “Second”; it should announce “Second”

(6) Disabling the template “FirstAddin.dot”

From the Addin menu bar, run the macro “First”.

You should see that “FirstAddin.dot” is loaded but is checked OFF.

Try running the macro “First”; it should not appear in the list for Tools, Macro, Macros.

(7) Enabling the template “FirstAddin.dot”

From the Addin menu bar, run the macro “First”.

You should see that “First Addin.dot” is loaded and is checked ON.

Try running the macro “First”; it should announce “First”

The INI File
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ToggleFirst=,T:\Greaves\Products\DEVEL\AddIn\FirstAddIn.dot,True
ToggleSecond=,T:\Greaves\Products\DEVEL\AddIn\SecondAddIn.dot, True





Here is the INI file with entries for our two simple addins.
The generic key is “Toggle”, and I should probably have this in its own section. The specific key is the generic key with the 5-character code for the template.

The value is a self-delimiting string that tells the fullname of the addin and its status in the Tools, AddIns dialkogue biox.
